Was Found In London And | o=t
_Restored To Massachusetts
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Lilacs Planted By y Brewster Still
Flourishing

Brewster Moved To Duxbury And Cleared A New

- Farm When He Was 64 Years Of Acve
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It seems o pity that the chronlicles
“of the early Duxbury settlers were
" so mneglected. Among those who
‘. landed in the Mayflower were three
> men of education, well qualified Lo
[+ write, Willlam Bradford, William
j-',"Brewstcr and Edward Winslow.
%" One cannot be thankful enough
for what Bradford wrote and that
after many years his History of the
Plymouth Plantation was found n
[ the possession of the Bishop of Lon-
il don and through the efforts of cer-
1, tain pulilic-spirited men was restored
' Vithe State of Massachusetts. But we
‘ 'would like a more detailed account
of Brewster's every day life after
he built his house at-the Nook neer
his great friend Myles standish who
survived him by thirteen years. The
view from the Brewster homestead
site, while not as extensive or beau-
tiful as that from where standish
buily, is fair enough, overlooking the
eminence on which later there was
to be @ monument 1o the doughly
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Captain. From this hill on clear
days can be seen Provincetown
where the Pilgrims landed after

their tempestuous voyage across the
Atlantie from southampton.
. Edward winslow, a young Eng-
Jishman of talent and education,
.. was also competent to write and in
“"Jact did write accounts of the early
.'! days after the landing of the May-
"1 flower in 1620.
) william Brewster himself was
\ educated at Oxford ‘and after the
+: Pilgrim band settled in Leyden
! taught the youth of that city Eng-
(% lish through the medium of the
| ¥ Latin tongue. He also wrote an
- English grammar and subsequently
established himself as a printer and
| published theological books which
could not be safely published In
{  England.
For this he became a fugitive from
justice and strange to say sought
safety in London, the capital of the
country trying to cause his arrest.
where in the vast city he remained
in obscurity until the sailing of the
Mayflower.
i tarhaps one should not be too
| critral of these early settlers for

.. iting more. Life was extreme-

/7. -ous with them and often they
. Tengaged in a life and dealh
«"uggle lor mere existence. Under
. ch circumstances it was not to be
¢ yondered ab that little except what
_was absolutely necessary was writ-

. ten,
A It must be remembered that Elder
fidrewster was practically the min-
Uister in the Infant Colony during
.~ the first nine years of its existence
J or till a minister was procured. As
| s presiding Elder he preached twice
. each Sunday and unless he repeated

VY his sermons, he must be credited.

-'l with a considerable literar

% After the minister for th {é::utig:?;'
was secured, Brewster felt free lo
follow his old friend Myles Stand-
ish and build a house on the Nook
at Duxbury not far from the latter
Al the time of this removal Brewsu:::
was sixty-four years old and that

should assume at this age the |

>
‘atlons of clearing his large

L. reveals the courage

= A1, For his acreage wgas géns?c}f
... able, extending from the home-
q'ead s.te across the .low marsﬁy
_1nd to what Is now Standish
[reet almost up to where the path

stirring of affectlons, also very
plain and distinct, . He had a singu-
lar good gift in prayer, in ripping
up the heart and conscience before
God. He always thought it were
better for ministers to pray oftener
and divide thelr prayers, than be
long and tedious In the same, ex-
cept upon solemn and special oec-
casions, ns in days of humiliation
and the like.”

Although it has been impaossible
to prove or dlsprove the truth of the
tradition, the.legend is quite wide-
spread in Duxbury that the original
slip of the lilacs on' the Brewstey
homestead was brought over on the
Mayflower by the Elder from Hol-
land. If it be true that a lilac slif
was brought over in 1620 by L
Elder, 1s it not more likely that i
was brought from England thu
Holland for the Elder had been LV
ing in the former country sSomi
months before he joined the May
flower? But why say more as to whet
the lilacs came from or who brough
them? There they are on the orig
ina]l Brewster homstead site, mut
testimonials to the fact that th
Elder cared for such things at
time when beauty, as such, was some
what neglected in a severe strugg)
for existence. And there they bloo
bravely year after year uncared fc
but flourlshing, as much as to so
to the present generation of Du»
bury dwellers that they may hat
almost forgotten this grand old ma
who llved there but his old frien
the lllacs have not.

The Elder died April 28, 1644, |
the age of seventy-eight, univer
ally mourned and was lald to re
on Burial Hill, Plymouth, Of a n
turpl pacific nature some thing
his make up had compelled him
rebel against the established re
gious order when descreet silen
would have brought him honors a
competence. To attain his ideals
migrated to foreign soll In Holla
and endured the hardships a
privations of a tempestuous voy:
across the Atlantic. While in ma
up he was a pacifist, he fought 1
a good soldier for what he cons
ered right.

REUBEN PETERSON, M.
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